
LACP National Award 

League of American Communications Professionals LLC (LACP) was established in 2001 in order to 

create a forum within the public relations industry that facilitates discussion of best-in-class practices 

within the profession while also recognizing those who demonstrate exemplary communications 

capabilities.  
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              -Tribune photo by ANDY JONES 

Madonna Wise, who teaches economics at Florida Virtual School, 

said she loves the “hands-on curriculum.” And the course work at 
Florida Virtual School requires that,” Wise said. 
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Online Educator Schooled In Building 

Rapport 
IT’S TAKEN ME TO A 

WHOLE NEW LEVEL 

___________________ 
By Marilyn Brown 

Mbrown@tampatribcom 

TAMPA-After 28 years 

as an educator, Madonna 

J. Wise finds rapport with 

her students has improved 

now that she teachers 

from her home in 

Zephyrhills. 

   Her teen students still 

chat about their interests 

or tell her who won the 

previous night’s football game, 

but there’s “a rapport you build 

with students online that I’m not 

sure you would have in person,” 

Wise says. 

   “I think we’re all kind of a 

unique breed,” she says of the 

teachers and students of Florida 

Virtual School. The state’s 

online school has operated since 

1996-97 and Wise has been on 

staff since August. 

   It’s taken me to a whole new 

level in my career,” says the 

former classroom teacher and 

principal who writes grant 

applications full time for the 

Pasco County School District as 

an administrator. 

   Wise’s daughter, Mamie, a 

freshman at Duke University 

took several of the online 

courses as a high school junior 

and senior, so Wise was familiar 

with the concept. 

  “I love hands-on curriculum,” 

she says. “And the course work 

at Florida Virtual School 

requires that.” 

  Students produce and mail, fax 

or email projects, she says and 

they sometimes work in groups. 

Daily email, weekly phone 

conferences with students and 

monthly chats with parents keep 

everyone connected. 

   Virtual school is not for 

everyone, educators stress. 

Students must be self-motivated 

with a goal in mine-one reason 

guidance counselors approve 

applicants. 

   Wise, who asks her students to 

send photos and biographies, 

teaches regular and honors 

economics to about 35 people of 

varying abilities. One owns a 

computer company; another is a 

serious harpist. Three live in 

Shanghai. About one-fourth are 

home-schooled. 

  Home-schooled students are a 

big part of Florida Virtual 

School. They include students 

such as Tampa’s Rebecca 

Christensen, 16. 

  Tonight in her home by her 

mother, Debbie Christensen, 

Rebecca just completed her 

second English course online as 

well as a life management skills 

class.  

  “I’ve never been an internet 

guru by any stretch of the 

imagination,” she say. This 

actually ended up teaching me 

an awful lot about the internet.” 

   Her older sister, Rachel, took 

English and a chemistry class 

online and is a 

student in the 

honors program at 

the University of 

Florida. 

  “It’s nice when 

grading comes from 

someone other than 

your mother,” 

Rebecca says, 

“especially when 

colleges are looking 

at grades.” 

  She says more of 

her friends in 

regular high schools are 

considering online classes but 

the concept fits particularly well 

with home schooling. 

  “As a home-schooler, you 

really learn to teach yourself,” 

she says. “that’s the whole 

idea.” 

Reporter Marilyn Brown can be 

reached at (813) 259-8069. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


