School and
Community
Leadership

-Madonna Wise

School and Community
Leadership have been
missions for Madonna
Wise throughout a 36+
year career. She has
served as a teacher,
counselor, grant writer,
assistant principal,
principal, director and a
high school virtual school
principal as well as an
elementary principal. Her
work in the multi-agency
realm has come from all
of these roles which
complement each other.
Her skills are both hands-
on and theoretical in
nature. She has been a
strong advocate for
education in the
community and a few
examples of news
coverage of these times
are included. Please
contact Madonna for
further examples. Her
expertise encompasses in-
depth knowledge of
curriculum, serving as a
leader on some of the first
curriculum mapping
exercises; student services
where she was one of the
founders of one of the first
school crisis teams in
Pasco County and worked
with the development of
advisement services and
social work. She was also
educational programs for
a variety of agencies such
as the Juvenile Detention
Center.
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FCAT scores improve - a lot

In year two, test grades exceed
expectations. Just four schools earn an F.

By STEPHEN HEGARTY

© St. Petersburg Tames, published June 29, 2000

Florida need not worry next year abowt faling schools
spnnging up across the state, or vouchers sucking dollars out
of the public schools.

Instead. Gov JebBusbsmlohnvmmmuﬁnb(
more money 1o reward schools for acadensc anpr

In just the second year of assigning A through F grades to
Flonda's public schools, the mumber of failing schools
declined from 78 last vear to foar thes year, A-rated schools
mcreased from 203 1o 551, and advocates and critics alike
sre bevond surpeised.

Half of Florida's elementary schools anproved at least a
grade. Thirty-eight schools, inchadng mine in the Tampa Bay
arca, keapirogged three grade levels to A Two made the
mprobable pomp from ¥ to A.

"Tknew we would anprove, but [ never expected this," said
Loretta Jenkins, principal of Fessenden Elementary School in
Ocala, ooe of the F-to-A schools. Jenkins put off retirement
untl she and her school could shed the failing label, and now
she is the center of attention again as onc of the state's
academic stars.

Are Florida's publc schools really that much better?

At a news conference Wednesday, Bush and Education
Commissioner Tom Gallagher said yes. They applanded
teachers and students and spoke of vindication for their
much-makgned accountability system.

"The student performances reflected in these grades go

beyond our highest expectations,” Gallagher ssid. "Students,
parents, educators and conmmunities have responded to the
challenge of accountabiity and made outstanding progress.*

West Zephyrhills Elementary School pnincipal Madonoa Wise
thinks she knows what worked -- and it wasa't Bush's plan.

se's school pmped from a C to an A in this, the frst year it
qualified for extra federal finding because the school has so
many low-income children (63 percent qualify for the federal
tunch program. an mdicator of poverty.)

"That helped us lower class sizes,” Wise said "That makes
such a big difference "
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County schools show marked
improvement

Sev Pasco schools improved their
grades, with five earning A's. Only two
schools received D's, and there wore no
F's.

By KENT FISCHER

C St Petersburg Times, published June 29

Madonna Wise bad spent the past several days wondering
what she naght say to teachers, parents and reporters about
her school's test scores. The preliminary data Jooked
ghoomy, and Wise, principal of West Zephyrhals Elensentary
School, had steeled herself for a disappointing state
evaluation.

It never came. Instead o phone call from her boss at the
Pasco County School District’s central office brought some
mncredible news: West Zephyrials bad eamed an "A" grade
from the state, the highest accolade under Florida's new
system of grading schools by their test scores.

“T'm just really delighted for our teachers and our children,”
Wise said "We were faxly confident that we woukin't be
D' schoolk; bowever, we were shocked at the "A " We diin't
expect it

There was simaler unexpected good news across Pasco
County on Wednesday as the state Department of
Education relensed its d anmuad batch of school
prades

Five Pasco schools posted A’s and another nine eamed B's;
only six reached those levels last year. Two schools recenved
D's, down from five schools a year ago. No school eamed
an F

Schools that mproved at least one ketter grade are cighle
for & cash reward from the state of S100 per student. Theee
of the district’s A-rated schools are also Title 1 schools,
meanng they serve so many poce students that their schools
qualfy for additional federal monevaimed at boosting the

1, il

achie of poor ¢

Principals at the thres schools said the roughly $200,000
they received n Tide 1 money was mstrumental in helping
them eam thew A's. The schools used the money to hre
more teachers to lower class sives, improve reading
mstruction and to buy more computers, among other things

“The mooey certainly gave us the resources to implement our
improvement plan * said B J. Snath, principal of Anclote
Elementary, which nproved from a C to an A ths year.
“Those resowrces make a difference

In addition to meeting the state's test score requirements, A-
rated schools also must have attendance rates that are better
than the state average The attendance data used in this
vear's analysis is from the 1998-99 school vear, the most
recent available to the state Department of Education.
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Madonna has been involved with
local government and service
organizations since day one as an
educator. Her work in Rotary on the
local and district level brought many
resources. She continues to be an
active member of the reading
initiative for Pasco, Hernando and
Hillsborough Counties with Rotary...
Madonna has been involved with
local government and service
organizations since day one as an
educator. Her work in Rotary on the
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Hillsborough Counties with Rotary...
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New School Can Create
Anxiety for Students

IheLedger Com

By STACY JONES
THE LEDGER

FIRST DAY TIPS

Keeping tabs on kids, lunches, bus routes and school schedules
can be quite a task, especially on the first day of school, which
s Monday, Aug. 18. Here are some tips to help ease the tension,

Don't forget the wakesure your cid  Published: Thursday, July 31, 2008 at 12:01 a.m.
$ lunch money, O knmhowtg:on}act
Make sure students Youn case there &5
"o A an emergency. . - .
R sk o Moving on and moving up in school can be stressful for
schedule. Make sure details VD) riding their bicycles students
for the ride home are clear to schoof should know :
as well, the safest route between

For information call:
Auburndale, Polk City,
Lake Alfred: 534-7343;
South Lakeland: 534-7308
North Lakeland: 534-7301
Winter Haven: 534-7307
Lake Wales, Frostproof:

home and school.

» Buy school supplies
according to the list
your school provides.
Middie and high school
students should atlow

Mixing with new students, having to change classes or
buildings, new teachers with different teaching styles,
staying organized and memorizing locker
combinations, are all sources of anxiety.

extra time to find their
homeroom.
Check with your
child's school for
exact dismissal times.
Often, bus riders are

534-7304; Haines City:
534-9246; Fort Meade,
Bartow, Mulberry: 534-9248;
Specialized Services (West)
534-7305, (East) 534-7306.

As students move onto bigger campuses, parents can
ease the transition by keeping communication channels

- Détee, b ke . ) . . -
P sl efare car ridereand waiers.  OPEN, said Madonna Wise, district guidance specialist
Parents and students  Relax, enjoy the day. And for elementary guidance counselors. She compares

e yho are deiving o don't forget to take a picture.

school should aklow
at least 15 minutes extra.
Drop-off lines are usually
longer during the first couple

monitoring children's progress with baking a
cake."When you bake a cake, it may look like it's done,

For more information call
your school (listed in the
white pages) or visit these

weeks of school and soare. Webssites: but you have to put a toothpick in to make sure it's
goodves ol done," Wise said. Although children may look and act
1B Eatagoodbreakfast,  hiehogercom/ ’ g y

like they have finally reached adulthood, she said,
meusas parents still need to keep lines of communication open.
"We're not done developing as human beings until we're 21," Wise said, "so keep the parenting
active.”

Active parenting, Wise said, includes ensuring children arrive to school on time, follow the dress
code and call to ask any questions about their schedule they may have. Parents should also be on
the lookout for students who seem inclined to avoid school, she said, because it often indicates
the child is having problems adjusting to their new school or grade.

Kay Noble, district guidance specialist for secondary, said parents can help ease their students'
nerves by talking with them about their interests, goals and aspirations, study habits and time
management.


http://www.theledger.com/article/20080731/NEWS18/807310362/1152/news02&title=New_School_Can_Create_Anxiety_for_Students

"Parents of middle and high school students are encouraged to become very familiar with
FACTS.org," she said. The Web site is a free resource for Floridians that offers guidance
beginning with middle school and continuing through applying for and attending college.

To help provide guidance, all of the county's high schools either have or are working on
providing a transition program for incoming students, such as ninth grade academies.

"We're trying to build in support systems and have teachers really keenly aware of what's going
on with students," Wise said.

She said the programs also provide mentoring, either from upperclassmen or faculty. As
students adapt to their new campus, parents should encourage them to try new things through
clubs, ask for help when they feel unsure, and keep a sense of humor in the face of growing
pains, Wise said.

Parents themselves, she said, should consider volunteering or joining the school advisory
committee for high schoolers, and the PTA or PTO for elementary schoolers. Through all of it,
Wise said, parents and students alike should remember that every school has its own identity and
culture. For students, she said, "the biggest transition is going to be forging a new identity."
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