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School and Community 

Leadership have been 

missions for Madonna 

Wise throughout a 36+ 

year career.  She has 

served as a teacher, 

counselor, grant writer, 

assistant principal, 

principal, director and a 

high school virtual school 

principal as well as an 

elementary principal.  Her 

work in the multi-agency 

realm has come from all 

of these roles which 

complement each other.  

Her skills are both hands-

on and theoretical in 

nature.  She has been a 

strong advocate for 

education in the 

community and a few 

examples of news 

coverage of these times 

are included.  Please 

contact Madonna for 

further examples.  Her 

expertise encompasses in-

depth knowledge of 

curriculum, serving as a 

leader on some of the first 

curriculum mapping 

exercises; student services 

where she was one of the 

founders of one of the first 

school crisis teams in 

Pasco County and worked 

with the development of 

advisement services and 

social work.  She was also 

educational programs for 

a variety of agencies such 

as the Juvenile Detention 

Center.  



 



 

Madonna has been involved with 

local government and service 

organizations since day one as an 

educator. Her work in Rotary on the 

local and district level brought many 

resources. She continues to be an 

active member of the reading 

initiative for Pasco, Hernando and 

Hillsborough Counties with Rotary… 
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New School Can Create 

Anxiety for Students 

 

By STACY JONES 
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Moving on and moving up in school can be stressful for 

students. 

Mixing with new students, having to change classes or 

buildings, new teachers with different teaching styles, 

staying organized and memorizing locker 

combinations, are all sources of anxiety. 

As students move onto bigger campuses, parents can 

ease the transition by keeping communication channels 

open, said Madonna Wise, district guidance specialist 

for elementary guidance counselors. She compares 

monitoring children's progress with baking a 

cake."When you bake a cake, it may look like it's done, 

but you have to put a toothpick in to make sure it's 

done," Wise said. Although children may look and act 

like they have finally reached adulthood, she said, 

parents still need to keep lines of communication open. 

"We're not done developing as human beings until we're 21," Wise said, "so keep the parenting 

active." 

Active parenting, Wise said, includes ensuring children arrive to school on time, follow the dress 

code and call to ask any questions about their schedule they may have.  Parents should also be on 

the lookout for students who seem inclined to avoid school, she said, because it often indicates 

the child is having problems adjusting to their new school or grade. 

Kay Noble, district guidance specialist for secondary, said parents can help ease their students' 

nerves by talking with them about their interests, goals and aspirations, study habits and time 

management. 

http://www.theledger.com/article/20080731/NEWS18/807310362/1152/news02&title=New_School_Can_Create_Anxiety_for_Students


"Parents of middle and high school students are encouraged to become very familiar with 

FACTS.org," she said. The Web site is a free resource for Floridians that offers guidance 

beginning with middle school and continuing through applying for and attending college. 

To help provide guidance, all of the county's high schools either have or are working on 

providing a transition program for incoming students, such as ninth grade academies. 

"We're trying to build in support systems and have teachers really keenly aware of what's going 

on with students," Wise said. 

She said the programs also provide mentoring, either from upperclassmen or faculty.  As 

students adapt to their new campus, parents should encourage them to try new things through 

clubs, ask for help when they feel unsure, and keep a sense of humor in the face of growing 

pains, Wise said. 

Parents themselves, she said, should consider volunteering or joining the school advisory 

committee for high schoolers, and the PTA or PTO for elementary schoolers.  Through all of it, 

Wise said, parents and students alike should remember that every school has its own identity and 

culture.  For students, she said, "the biggest transition is going to be forging a new identity." 

 



 



 

 



 


