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Boy charged with bringing gun to
school

A teachor at Wost Zophy rhills Flomontary
i tho weapon after a el
turns ia the 11-year-old dering a fire drill.
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ZEPHYRHILLS -- Police arfested an 11-year-old boy a
West Zephyrhils Elementary Wednesday after a teacher
found a boaded 337.caliber Magrun handgen i the dufiel
bag he beought to school

Despite the boef scare, school administratoes and pobice sy
the nodent was bandled perfectly, and they credited o
classaute of the Sth-grade suspect with nosfying bs teacher
5 5000 s be learned his Siend had o gun on campus

Priocipal Madcana Wise sad the classmate debvered the
distarbing news during a routise fire drll abost 10 am.
Wednesday While studests were cutside the budding a
teacher went to the boy's classroom, found the pn imside his
cheifed bag and took @ 1o the office, Wise said.

“This is the way these types of things are supposed to be
handied” said Pasco schools Superimendert Johm Long.
“Everyting was doae perfectly mnd | coulda’t be prouder of
the classmate. He's the real hero in this *

Police charged the boy with possesticn of 2 weapoa ce
school gromds and took bm 10 the Pasco County Juvende
Detersion Cester in San Antonio. The Tines i withholding
the boy's name because of hs age.

Lomg said this s the first thoe in his 24 years wih the district

that an clesnentary stodent was foond with o gun & school
The boy will Bcely be expeled from West Zephyrtils

Ex v s transferred 1o the James Inn Edocatice
Center, Loag said

Police said the boy didn't mtend % harm anyone with the
P

"He doesnt have a listoey of vickence,” Loog smd “He just
Drought the gun 1o scool 1o dow off *

Said Wise: "He made o real ersor in jadgment | doe't thnk
e thought of %e reparcussices. But this = sot charactenstic
of him "

Nesghbors 1 the modest south Zephyriels neighborbood
where the f#h-grader and his pents fve expressad shock
when they Jessned of the boy's arrest from n Times reporter.

“They'te a good Cheistian ey and very hard-wieking
people.” said David Hemphil, 34 “(The bow) spends a kot of
s time at charch”

No coe aaswered the door at the famdy’s single wide mohile
home Wednesday afternoon. They do not have a listed
phone number

The gan ppmendly bekonged 10 the boy's 43-year-okd
foher, Long soid

T can't help bat wondes bow a lad gets a bold of someding
Ake this” Long said

Zephyrhills pobice Capt Medford Geiffin said his agency is
refierring the case 1o the Pasco County Sherdf's Office to
determine bow the boy obtaimed the koaded weapon from
tis famdy's home. The mobie homoe is outside the Gty Bmits
of Zephyrtils




