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The global age of working and living is upon us, and nations around the world are faced with 

new challenges as they prepare their businesses as well as social agencies for emerging 

opportunities. As technology and currencies are globalizing nations, schools are asking new 

questions about the opportunities that may exist to prepare schooling, along with their 

professionals and students for engaging in global learning. Many schools and school districts 

in Europe already have begun to form partnerships with schools from multiple countries. 

Some high schools in Sweden for example, have formed up to eight different partnerships 

with schools in the last decade from many different countries. In the USA, many schools 

have also formed alliances with schools in other countries, which have effected students’ 

lives in many ways. 

Given the extraordinary effect of international partnerships on schools and on learning 

practices, faculty members from two universities in Sweden and one university in 

Florida/USA, began to explore ways to develop a support system for international 

school/district partnerships. The initial explorations occurred during the last five years as 

Swedish schools developed their school partnerships to include multiple schools in many 

different countries. The European Union (EU) now is funding the extension and expansion of 

international school partnerships. At this time there appears to be no attempt to coordinate 

and advance the systems of support for international school partnerships. 

Some school and school district partnerships have emphasized common training and 

visitations among principals. Others have focused on teachers and student visitations and 

exchanges, with the support of modern technology.  In a few communities, local businesses, 

social agencies and cultural institutions have also participated in the international 

partnership ventures. The transformative affect of international partnerships on every 

dimension of school life and community life where appropriate has prompted this initial 

exploration to develop a system of support between and among schools and school districts 

and their universities in eh USA and Europe. In time it is anticipated that all regions of the 

world will be involved in this International School Connection initiative. 


